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Learning about Your Land

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
The Natural Resources Atlas, a remarkable resource for understanding your land, is one we will
use during Tina Scharf’s mapping workshop.

VT Fish and Wildlife
Guide for Landowners and Backyard Habitat (their sample template for a habitat plan is
particularly useful)
Downloadable Guide: Steve Parren’s Backyard Wildlife Habitat

BioFinder
Mapping your land using the VT Fish & Wildlife Mapper – intended primarily for communities to
use, they also offer an accompanying guidebook, Mapping Vermont’s Natural Heritage,
(co-written by VMN’s own Monica Przyperhart).

Champlain Valley Animal Checklist

Eqip for Wildlife Habitat
“  A Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department biologist will walk your land with you and identify ways
you can improve wildlife habitat on your property.” They provide compensation for
wildlife-related stewardship practices.

Also The Vermont Center for Geographic Information has excellent mapping resources

Vermont Wildlife Linkage Habitat Analysis
“The Wildlife Linkage Habitat Analysis uses landscape scale data to identify or predict the
location of potentially significant wildlife linkage habitats (WLH) associated with state roads
throughout Vermont.”
https://databasin.org/datasets/ac1515b79bce479d9a67f82cdc25ec7a/

https://vermontmasternaturalist.org/
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/node/1136
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/Learn%20More/LandownersGuide/AppendixA.pdf
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/Learn%20More/Library/REPORTS%20AND%20DOCUMENTS/NONGAME%20AND%20NATURAL%20HERITAGE/BACKYARD%20WILDLIFE%20HABITAT%20IN%20VERMONT.pdf
https://anr.vermont.gov/maps/biofinder
https://anr.vermont.gov/node/986
https://vermontmasternaturalist.org/
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/sites/fishandwildlife/files/documents/WatchWildlife/Champlain-Valley-WMA-Checklist.pdf
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/get-involved/partner-in-conservation/eqip-for-wildlife-habitat
https://vcgi.vermont.gov/
https://databasin.org/datasets/ac1515b79bce479d9a67f82cdc25ec7a/


Vermont Audubon
“Vermont's Champlain Valley is a mosaic of fields, clay-plain forests, wetlands, lakes and rivers
that host a diversity of breeding birds. These bird species are attracted to the valley because of
its regionally unique habitats, including open farmlands, shrub patches, large emergent marshes
and the Lake itself.”
Champlain Valley Shrubland Birds Protection Efforts
Guide for Vermont Landowners of Woods and also this Technical Assistance Program to help
with their woodland birds.

Vermont Natural Resources Council
A good overview of the importance of corridors linking large tracts of habitat (community-level)
Recent VNRC Environmental Report includes Landowner Resources
Webinar on Backyard Habitats and Getting Your Backyard Certified as Wildlife Habitat

Lake Champlain Land Trust
Initiative to Help Landowners Preserve Habitat and Corridors

Wood, Warblers & Wildlife
List of Landowner Resources (For folks owning forest tracts)

Biologist Doug Tallamy & His Efforts to Create A Homegrown National Park
Specific to Vermont: Advice from Doug Tallamy 2021 Workshop in Vermont (How to Build a
Conservation Corridor in Your Backyard): the video from his workshop

Vermont Alliance for Half Earth
Excellent Resources and Strategies for biodiversity enhancement for landowners

Examples of Corridor-Connector Conservation & Habitat Analysis in
Vermont

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY

Vermont Audubon
Our workshop leader Mark LaBarr’s post on efforts in Champlain Valley to protect and enhance
bird habitat.

Example of Addison County Wildlife Crossing Project
Monkton - Lewis Creek Wildlife Crossing Project

Nature Conservancy
Staying Connected Four-state project including Vermont – Overview
Resources – mostly to do with corridors Staying Connected Map of Corridor Block in Brandon

https://vt.audubon.org/conservation/working-lands/landing/working-lands-0
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5810eec637c581dc5e1db601/t/5852fde303596e7b0e8a6833/1481833959753/Landowner+Packet_5-2012_small.pdf
https://vt.audubon.org/sites/default/files/auduobn_loassistance_feb2014.pdf
https://vnrc.org/community-planning-toolbox/issues/wildlife-corridor-protection/
https://vnrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/VER-2021-Issue-2.pdf
https://vnrc.org/webinar-backyard-habitats/?emci=e75d19e2-a811-ec11-981f-501ac57ba3ed&emdi=8d36fb17-2712-ec11-981f-501ac57ba3ed&ceid=9836042
https://vnrc.org/backyard-habitat/
https://www.lclt.org/helping-landowners-conserve-wildlife-corridors/
http://www.woodsandwildlife.org/for-landowners
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/tallamys-hub-1
https://www.nature-museum.org/nature-notes-blog/2021/2/25/how-to-build-a-wildlife-corridor-in-your-backyard-resource-list
https://www.nature-museum.org/nature-notes-blog/2021/2/25/how-to-build-a-wildlife-corridor-in-your-backyard-resource-list
https://vimeo.com/660026476?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=2613469
https://www.vermontallianceforhalfearth.org/strategies
https://vt.audubon.org/news/habitat-work-champlain-valley
https://www.lewiscreek.org/monkton-wildlife-crossing
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/vermont/stories-in-vermont/vermont-staying-connected/
http://216.92.98.160/assets/thestayingconnectedinitiativeprojectoverviewver10.pdf
http://stayingconnectedinitiative.org/resources/
http://216.92.98.160/assets/brandonconnectivityhabitatblocks11_2011.pdf


Addison County Regional Planning Commission
Several helpful resources here for those wanting to understand how their efforts fit into the
larger picture of Vermont; for example, see their forest resources page

Cornwall Conservation Commission
Ecological Report and description of their current Wildlife Corridor Project

New Haven PLACE
Place-based analysis of landscape and community engagement 2015 Report

OTHER REGIONS IN VERMONT

Vermont Land Trust
Example of Corridor Conservation in Okemo State Forest

Stowe Land Trust
Example of a land trust studying and protecting an important corridor
“The Shutesville Hill Wildlife Corridor crosses Route 100 on the Waterbury-Stowe town line and
is one of the only largely forested pathways remaining for wildlife to move between the larger
habitat blocks found in the Worcester Range to the east and the Green Mountains to the west.
An effort has been underway to study and protect the corridor since 2010.” Write-up of project

Green Mountain Conservancy and Bonnyvale Environmental Center
Collaborative Work on Mapping and Protecting Habitat and Corridors in Southern Vermont
Green Mountain Conservancy Corridor Maps
Bonnyvale Environmental Education Center Salamander Crossing Ma

Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions’ 2021 Handbook includes examples
and resources for communities and their compilation of Success Stories is inspiring!

Corinth Conservation Commission and Staying Connect
Corinth Wildlife Corridor Project 2021

Charlotte Conservation Commission
2008 Mapping of Significant Wildlife Habitat

Burlington Mapping Corridors Project (Alicia Daniels and Mark Ward)
Where the Wild Things Are: Large Mammal Corridors and Habitat in Burlington (one of the
authors is VMN’s own Alicia Daniel)

WILDLIFE HABITAT AND CORRIDORS IN THE WINOOSKI VALLEY PARK DISTRICT’S
COMMUNITIES. by Charley Eiseman, December 2007

Northern Vermont Project to Identify Bobcat Habitat & Corridors
Creating Wildlife Corridors for Bobcats in Vermont Helpful use of maps

https://acrpc.org/regional-programs/natural-resources/forest-resources/
http://cornwallvt.com/cornwall-conservation-commission/cornwall-natural-resources-inventory/
https://vtconservation.com/success-stories/cornwall-wildlife-corridor-project/
https://www.newhavenvt.com/vertical/sites/%7B95C9AC24-F92E-457E-9A2F-56C2E251493B%7D/uploads/Place_Program_2015.pdf
https://vlt.org/pressreleases/wildlife-corridor-okemo-pr
https://www.stowelandtrust.org/projects/shutesville
http://stayingconnectedinitiative.org/shutesville/
https://www.shutesville.com/post/test-3
https://greenmountainconservancy.org/maps/
https://www.beec.org/get-involved/conservation-projects/salamanders/
https://vtconservation.com/handbook/
https://vtconservation.com/view-stories/
https://corinthvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Corinth-Wildlife-Corridors-Paper-REVC-2021.pdf
https://vtconservation.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2012habitatmap_users_guide.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/PZ/OpenSpaceProtectionPlan/where%20the%20wild%20things%20are.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/PZ/OpenSpaceProtectionPlan/Wildlife%20Corridor%20Report.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/PZ/OpenSpaceProtectionPlan/Wildlife%20Corridor%20Report.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0a069a1e772a4b88aa6a04103856e546


Vermont River Conservancy has completed several projects:
https://vermontriverconservancy.org/completed-projects/list

Vermont FIsh and Wildlife
Project of VT Fish & Wildlife with VTRans to assess wildlife road crossings

National Wildlife Foundation
https://www.nwf.org/Our-Work/Habitats/Wildlife-Corridors/Northeast
This project is primarily aimed at the spine of the Green Mountains and critical corridors,
working with VNRC

Linking Lands Alliance
Upper Valley (originally but branching out) alliance of towns Wildlife Initiative

For Gardeners to Attract and Support Wildlife

Cornell University Ornithology Lab

A downloadable guide, Creating a Garden for Birds. And Tips To Make A “Messy” Wildlife
Garden Look Good.

Northern Woodlands Magazine

Article from 2007: Tending Wild Apple Trees for Wildlife (they have many useful articles)

Vermont geographer Jane Dorney’s Connect the Dots Column & Blog has a post on the

Importance of Hedgerows

Vermont Sources of Native Plants

VT Fish & Wildlife List of Native Plant Specialists and their Lists of Invasive Species

UVM List of Suppliers of Native Plants

Audubon VT List to help you find native plants in Vermont (and Audubon’s Plants for Birds
Website)

https://vermontriverconservancy.org/completed-projects/list
https://geodata.vermont.gov/documents/f44aca1cb46048ecaf7eab54834742e2/about
https://www.nwf.org/Our-Work/Habitats/Wildlife-Corridors/Northeast
https://www.linkinglandsalliance.org/
https://dl.allaboutbirds.org/e3t/Btc/F5+113/bCPV04/VVG0gP8037hvW6YhBty4pNXV1W5SJqyG4FrX2vMhPPQZ5nCTJV3Zsc37CgM1fW4SnY0J9lmdP8W2C2TpH8kShmFW2fWrFw2scdXjVHGdN83TPn38W4XD-fB7LnhBpN110dmwdJkN5W99gtDR2tbM5vN1NYWGFg7tM0W1bzZHt8Cxk50W3vSxWf89nQFRN3N0Qc0hcBfWW2VWzKm8x7mDTW70gFQN6qgzNnW57ShWz937TJ1W96j-Yq17BRJJW4DyHDQ3jls28W5S4zbd7tVpmKW3xkjgy18X1VYW1jrM2r8PDhMYW68m8G98zt1GDVdXBql7qyn3nW3c1_tV8vMcsrW4Ch2TR8ZCqJQW5BSRWg23Q-mQW3Dn_424n0KKvW8B6bfD5PjkTLVNL3VQ6snHcHW5Pb16f93mSQlVvf2kg7T1d0rW2WQMrJ420lG7W8J46tF7_ZWcHW1Xh4YP94xsX13b7v1
https://dl.allaboutbirds.org/e3t/Btc/F5+113/bCPV04/VVG0gP8037hvW6YhBty4pNXV1W5SJqyG4FrX2vMhPPSL3q3phV1-WJV7CgKpzW9cVLFX3Dc0ztW6VbHHr1HFt-WW5W8sKY3Wb0hhW7Kp2LC8D5X-CW7Dwt3Z4wKPC5W5cb3yc35msq4W6z4wSB8gQ4FYW6z5_CR3fVJD0W1qvCvM2wJsftW67Hzt27SRzvSW7pm_LR6_gmf-N2MDFGbLkXYpN8FWZh4z6lWZW3nQ1H_4d44W3N11511bstwM-W8Vm9RN7TZcmSW19GRBq8ntpKmW2bXT7H8NXqB-W2Jrrq01TrS1tW78pnj516QXmfW92Ybsd8vHt0jW8pwDSF37Q5jCW9bsd332YGcrFW57s0Zj6VT6_-W3mBXYN1VthLpW7Dv5Fc46dC6QW2jZT-53yC-M_W4cLtvh1D_slm3qc-1
https://dl.allaboutbirds.org/e3t/Btc/F5+113/bCPV04/VVG0gP8037hvW6YhBty4pNXV1W5SJqyG4FrX2vMhPPSL3q3phV1-WJV7CgKpzW9cVLFX3Dc0ztW6VbHHr1HFt-WW5W8sKY3Wb0hhW7Kp2LC8D5X-CW7Dwt3Z4wKPC5W5cb3yc35msq4W6z4wSB8gQ4FYW6z5_CR3fVJD0W1qvCvM2wJsftW67Hzt27SRzvSW7pm_LR6_gmf-N2MDFGbLkXYpN8FWZh4z6lWZW3nQ1H_4d44W3N11511bstwM-W8Vm9RN7TZcmSW19GRBq8ntpKmW2bXT7H8NXqB-W2Jrrq01TrS1tW78pnj516QXmfW92Ybsd8vHt0jW8pwDSF37Q5jCW9bsd332YGcrFW57s0Zj6VT6_-W3mBXYN1VthLpW7Dv5Fc46dC6QW2jZT-53yC-M_W4cLtvh1D_slm3qc-1
https://northernwoodlands.org/articles/article/tending_wild_apple_trees_for_wildlife
https://janedorney.com/blog/
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/landowner-resources/liep-invasive-species-program/terrestrial-invasive-plant-resources/native-plant-sources
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/node/279
https://www.uvm.edu/sites/default/files/Agriculture/Vermont-Suppliers-for-Native-Plants-and-Seeds.pdf
https://vt.audubon.org/plants-birds/finding-native-plants-vermont
https://www.audubon.org/PLANTSFORBIRDS
https://www.audubon.org/PLANTSFORBIRDS


Additional Guides and Resources

Sophie Mazowita’s List of Tracking Resources on her Tracking Connection Website

Sue Morse’s List of Resources on Tracking and Habitat on her Keeping Track Website

Vermont Center for Ecostudies Vermont Atlas of Life

Vermont Coverts provides many useful resources for owners of woodlands

A national group, Conservation Corridor, offers useful definitions and hand-outs

Ecological Landscape Alliance, primarily in Massachusetts, offers a rich array of resources

A (Very) Short List of Useful & Inspiring Books

Rick Darke & Doug Tallamy The Living Landscape: Designing for beauty and biodiversity in
the home garden

Mary Holland Naturally Curious: A Photographic Field Guide and Month-by-Month Journey
through the Fields, Woods, and Marshes of New England

Donald J. Leopold Native Plants of the Northeast: A Guide for Gardening and Conservation

Lynn Levine Mammal Tracks and Scat Life-Size Pocket Guide

Paul Rezendes Tracking and the Art of Seeing | Field Guide for Tracking Animals

Elizabeth H. Thompson, Eric R. Sorenson, Robert J. Zaino Wetland, Woodland, Wildland: A
Guide to the Natural Communities of Vermont

https://www.trackingconnection.com/resources
https://keepingtrack.org/conservation-and-tracking-resources
https://val.vtecostudies.org/
https://vtcoverts.org/resources--links.html
https://conservationcorridor.org/
https://www.ecolandscaping.org/
https://www.workman.com/products/the-living-landscape/hardback
https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com/
https://www.workman.com/products/native-plants-of-the-northeast/hardback
https://www.heartwoodpress.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/tracking-and-the-art-of-seeing-2nd-edition-paul-rezendes?variant=32117675098146
https://www.chelseagreen.com/product/wetland-woodland-wildland/

